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STUDENT COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETINGS 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.04 pm]: On 5 August I announced, 
together with the Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier with special responsibility for the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting, Hon Donna Faragher, MLC, that there will be two student CHOGMs on 26 and 
27 September. Year 10 students from 106 schools across Western Australia will attend, with travel assistance 
provided to rural and regional students who are coming to Perth for this important experience. They are coming 
from far and wide: from Karratha and Tom Price in the north; Albany and Esperance in the south; Norseman and 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder in the east; and other places such as Carnamah and Jurien Bay. These students will research 
a Commonwealth country before the event. For example, Narrogin Senior High School students have been 
assigned Antigua and Barbuda, Wesley College has Kenya, and Kolbe Catholic College has been allocated India. 
Students will work in small groups to explore ideas presented to them by guest speakers, and will be challenged 
to confront issues such as disease prevention. The students will then discuss their ideas and proposals at the main 
meeting, with those proposals that gain endorsement by all delegates forming part of a communiqué, just like 
with the real CHOGM.  

This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance for these students to get involved in democratic activity while they are still 
too young to vote. We may discover future Western Australian, or even Australian, leaders through this forum. 
The student CHOGMs are being organised by the Constitutional Centre of Western Australia. They form part of 
a larger CHOGM program for schools developed by the Constitutional Centre, which includes: curriculum 
materials for year 6 and 7, and year 8, 9 and 10, giving them the history, structure and purpose of the 
Commonwealth and CHOGM; schools around the state being offered the opportunity to adopt a Commonwealth 
country either as a whole school or as an individual class; and resources on the Constitutional Centre website for 
schools both in Western Australia and the rest of Australia.  

I wrote to public school principals, the Catholic Education Office, and the Association of Independent Schools 
earlier this year to encourage their participation in this excellent program. I am very pleased to advise that at the 
last count, Constitutional Centre staff had visited 331 schools, presenting to 801 classes and more than 24 030 
students. Schools have been asked to give feedback on the program, and this has been very positive. The 
program has raised students’ awareness and understanding of global issues, while at the same time being 
engaging and informative.  
 


